
Trinity In Touch 
December 2018 
Pastor Steveéééé..é...1 

The Trinity Familyéééé2 

Notes from Katieéééé.2 

Opportunities & Eventsé3-4 

Finance & Stewardshipéé.5 

Special Offering; PGBéé...6 

Community Ministrieséé..7 

Legacy Lunch; Scoutséé...8 

December Calendarééé9 

 

 

Mission Statement  

Our Mission is  

to make disciples  

of Jesus Christ for the  

transformation of the world. 

 

Vision Statement  

Seeking to be an inclusive faith 

community that compels us  

to extend Godõs love in our 

neighborhood and world. 

 

Core Values  

Diversity & Inclusiveness:   

Seeking to affirm every person  

as a child of God. 

Scripture, Tradition,  

Experience and Reason:   

Searching for truth  

in our faith community. 

Peace & Justice:  

Striving for positive social 

change in our  

neighborhood and world. 

 

 

Trinity United Methodist 

Church 

1100 Lake Drive SE 

Grand Rapids, MI   49506  

616.456.7168  

office@grtumc.org 

  www.grtumc.org 

 

Office Hours  

Monday- Thursday 

8:30am-4:30pm 

Community Ministries  

616.456.7260 
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Greetings from Pastor Steve  
 
Are you ready? Christmas is less than a month away. There's so much to do.  

 

Advent is about preparing for the coming again of Christ and celebrating his birth. 

 

The Christ we are preparing for is the one who was Mary's son, Jesus, born in a 

manger. He lived with Joseph and Mary as refugees in Egypt because Herod wanted him dead.  

 

The Christ we are preparing for is the one who was baptized by John. He fasted and prayed in 

the wilderness for forty days. He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. 

 

The Christ we are waiting for was accused, tried, and convicted as a common criminal. He was 

condemned and crucified.  

 

The body of the One we are preparing for was laid in a borrowed grave. But death could not 

keep him. On the third day the women went to his grave to anoint his body. They found the 

stone rolled away and the tomb empty. The risen Christ greeted the women and told them to  

go and tell his disciples that he is alive.  

 

The One we are preparing for is the crucified and risen Jesus Christ. This is what Jesus is talking 

about in the gospel lesson for the first Sunday of Advent when he said, "Then they will see ôthe 

Son of Man coming in a cloudõ with power and great gloryó (Luke 21: 27). Are we ready for his 

coming?  

 

How do we prepare for the coming of the Risen Christ? The short answer is we remember we 

are baptized and pursue holiness of heart and life. By this I mean we obey Jesusõ teachings 

(summarized in Matthew 22: 37-40). 

 

With God's help, we renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this 

world, and repent of our sin. We do no harm and avoid evil of every kind, especially that which  

is generally practiced.  

 

With God's help, we accept the freedom and power God gives us to resist evil, injustice, and  

oppression in whatever forms they present themselves. We strive to do good by acting mercifully 

to all people, especially the poor, people who are sick, homeless, prisoners, lonely, and outcasts. 

As Christians, we are called by Christ to be friends with the poor, vulnerable, and voiceless  

people of the world.  

 

With God's help, we confess Jesus Christ as our Savior, put our whole trust in his grace, and 

promise to serve him as Lord, in union with the church. Our hearts are opened to receive the 

grace we need to live this life because we are people who worship, we are fed by the Lordõs  

Supper, we pray and search the Scriptures daily.  

 

With God's help we serve as Christ's representatives in the world. We witness to Jesus Christ in 

the world and follow his teachings through acts of compassion, justice, worship, and devotion 

under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Advent is time for the church to remember we are an eschatological people. We are a people 

who look with hope for the coming the risen Christ who is Lord and Ruler of the universe.  

The church calendar begins by looking to the future and coming fulfilment of Godõs kingdom  

on earth as it is in heaven. As we prepare to celebrate Christõs birth itõs good to remember who 

he is and who he calls and equips us to be. Thatõs why Advent is a good time to remember we 

are baptized and recommit ourselves to living as citizens of Godõs kingdom.  

 
Peace! Pastor Steve  

http://www.grtumc.org


Appreciation  
 

Just wanted to say thank 
you so much for hosting 

Trunk or Treat again this 
Halloween! It has really 
helped to bring people out 

in the neighborhood and 
makes for a fun and lively 

time.  
 

Thank you! 
Gwen, Calkins neighbor 

 

Condolences 
 
The family of Dick Thomas, 

who died Nov. 11.  
 

John & Bonnie Czuhajewski 
and family in the death of 

John's father, John S. 
Czuhajewksi, Nov. 12. 
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Notes from Katie, Parish Nurse  

 
On the mirror above my fireplace I have hung a small cloth banner that spells òthankfuló.  

I bought it this past summer on a trip to Frankenmuth, and I hung it up as soon as I got 
home. Every morning itõs the first thing I see as I sit and drink my coffee. Itõs also the last 

thing I see before I turn out the lights and go to bed at night. I never stop being thankful  
for the gifts that God has given me throughout my life, the primary ones being my three 

families. The first family that I love is the one I was born into, which began as 2 parents and 
7 kids and today is one brother, 3 sisters, and me. They are the first people that I knew on 

this earth, and I remain closely connected to them still. The next family that I came to know 
consisted of the members of the First Baptist Church in Manistee. Church attendance was 
mandatory in our home at a very early age, and I remember receiving my Bible from this 

church family when I was 5. I joined Asbury Methodist Church at 8 years old in Traverse 
City, and came to Trinity UMC in Grand Rapids when I was 11. There are still people here 

in this faith community who knew me growing up; all the important people who guided my 
teenage years were here at Trinity, including Sunday School teachers and youth and Scout 

leaders.   
 

When I turned 18, I married and started my own family. This little unit rapidly grew from 
me and my husband to 3 boys, a dog and a cat. Later the boys added 3 wives and 7  

grandchildren to the mix. Each family has brought me joy beyond measure, and I thank  
Trinity for being the family òin the middle of it alló which helped me to hold it together 

through the good times and the struggles of my life.  
 

In the New Testament, Paulõs letter to Philemon, vs. 4-7, speaks to me of my Trinity family: 
òWhen I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love 

for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith 
may become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have  
indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints 

have been refreshed through youé..ó 
 

I am thankful to everyone in the faith community who has supported me as your Parish 
Nurse the past 7Ĳ years. I have been blessed to be òamong you as one who serves.ó 

 
 

Blessings and love... 
 

Katie Orent RN,  
Parish Nurse 

 
 

 

Hospitality Statement  

 
Trinity UMC celebrates the diversity of the human  

community and affirms the sacred worth of each person  
as a recipient of Godõs love and grace. As disciples of Jesus 

Christ, we declare ourselves to be an open and inclusive 
congregation and welcome into full participation all persons 

regardless of gender, race, national origin, physical or  
mental abilities, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, 

marital status or economic condition. 

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR YOU, KATIE! YOU HAVE BEEN COMPASSIONATE, 

CARING AND CONSTANT AS OUR PARISH NURSE, AND WE WILL MISS 

YOUR PRESENCE IN THE OFFICE. MANY BLESSINGS TO YOU IN YOUR NEW 

ADVENTURES! WE LOVE YOU!      ~ YOUR TRINITY COLLEAGUES ~  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJ_1sMCBm8kCFYFCPgodGOsNMw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.viterbo.edu%2Fhumanities-symposium%2F2014-radical-hospitality&bvm=bv.107763241,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNHYZmJ
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To have news listed in the January Trinity in Touch, submit your content to the church office at office@grtumc.org  

on or before Monday, December 17.  

Events, Opportunities & Updates 

Hanging of the Greens  
Sunday, December 2 - Parlor  
 

10am- Gift wrapping for Community Ministries: 12:15pm - Potluck Dinner,  
followed by òDecking of our Hall.ó  Bring a dish to pass and tableware. A great 

multi-age level time for our community to begin the advent journey as one! 

 Advent Study  

Sundays at 10am- Library  
 

From his beginnings as a humble carpenter to his all-important role as the 
earthly father of Jesus Christ, Joseph's place in the nativity story is sometimes 

overlooked but contains valuable lessons for all of us. Join Adam Hamilton as 
he examines Christmas through the eyes of Joseph. Absent from much of the 

biblical narrative, Joseph never spoke a word, but his courageous actions were 
crucial to the birth of Christ and God's salvation plan for humanity. 

 
As you read this book, you will understand how Joseph's story is much like our own. In life, we encounter circumstances 
that we would never have chosen for ourselves. At times it can be tempting just to walk away. Joseph provides us a great 

example of humbly obeying God, even when we don't understand, and faithfully moving forward in the strength that God  
provides. Exchange your doubt for courage this Advent and Christmas season and join us Sundays- November 25,  

December 9, 16, & 23; 10am in the Library. Books available in the church office for $10. All welcome! 

Christmas by Candlelight  

Monday, Dec. 3, 7pm - Fellowship Hall  
 

All welcome for this cherished holiday event! Punch bowl begins at 
7pm, Holiday Music Program at 7:30pm with dessert following. 

 
$5 tickets available Sunday, November 25, in the Parlor, or through 

the office at 456.7168; office@grtumc.org. 
 

If you would like to decorate a holiday table or donate a dessert, please contact Judi Ryan at judiione@gmail.com. 

Grief, Loss and Happy? Holidays  

 
The holiday season is a time of celebration and joy for most. But for those of us 

who know tragedy, loss, or transition, this time of year can cast a painful spotlight 
on the disorientation and emptiness we may be experiencing. The prospect of  
facing the holidays can be an intense source of stress and anxiety, but you donõt 

have to deal with it on your own. Join Gina Manskar to understand grief and 
explore ways to cope in this tender season, whether you wish to help someone who is grieving or you are grieving yourself. 

Gina is also facilitating grief support groups during the holiday season at no cost. These groups are open groups, so  
participants may attend as few or as many sessions as they choose.  

 
Sundays- Dec. 2, 9, 16- 10-11am in Fireside 

Thursdays- Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27; Jan. 3, 10- 7-8:15pm in Fireside  
Saturdays- Dec. 8, 15, 22, 29; Jan. 5, 12- 11am-12:15pm at the Manskar Home. Contact gina.manskar@gmail.com for more 

info. 

mailto:judiione@gmail.com
mailto:gina.manskar@gmail.com
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UMW Cookie Sale  

Sunday, December 16 - 10am, Parlor  
 

Join us for this most delicious fundraiser for UMW  
pledge to mission. A variety of home-baked delights  

will be boxed for you, ready for a snack or to gift. 
 

Donations of holiday cookie favorites  needed.  
Please deliver by Thursday, December 13 . Thank you! 

Solstice Concert  

Starry Night Winter Solstice Concert XXI  
Tuesday, December 18 - 7:30pm, Sanctuary  

  

For the twenty-first year, a small group of professional 

musicians will present an evening of serenity and beauty  
in the Trinity sanctuary. The theme will be òStarry Nightó 

and will include music, candlelight, and readings designed  
to provide a quiet respite in the midst of the busy holiday 

season. Participants include Nancy Summers, Dane  
Addington, Bonnie Bierma, Stephanie Wiltse, Margie Gage, 
Kenneth Bos, and Catherine McMichael. There is no charge 

for the concert; it is the musiciansõ gift to the community. 
For more information, contact Stephanie Wiltse at  

Stephanie.wiltse@gmail.com. 

 

 

Refugee Family Christmas Blessing Ideas  
Your Time is the Greatest Gift of All!   

 

Have you ever heard that the greatest gift you can give is your time? This is definitely true for our refugee family! Here are 
some practical ways you can bless this family in December and in the months to come.  

 

¶ If you are a family with children planning an outing, the Childrenõs Museum, Skyzone, Catch Air, Play World, etc, think 
about including Prince (3), Bienvenu (6) and Gentil (10 ). Contact Kip or Mary for transportation help. 

¶ Tickets to special events in town and transportation, alphabet/number magnets for the refrigerator, Meijer gift cards, 

transportation to Meijer so that mother, Nyamatungo, can shop. 
 

Those of you with children that are similar in age know best what the children might enjoy, but here are a couple of ideas.  

¶ Prince- fun/learning toys geared toward 3 year old boy. No small pieces, simple and compact. 

¶ Gentil- 10 year old girl - bracelet or necklace making kit. 

¶ Bienvenu - fun/learning games/toys appropriate for 6 year old boy, United States or Michigan puzzle. 

 
Any simple fun games geared toward English language learners. Items can be dropped off in the box at the church office 
marked Refugee Family. Contact Mary Koenen or Kip Smalligan with questions at marykoenen4@gmail.com;  

kipsmalligan@gmail.com. 

Holiday Reception  
Monday, Dec. 24, 8pm - Parlor  

 

Welcoming to our hearth friends, family and guests with hot Wassail, finger 
snacks, great conversation and good cheer. We are accepting donations such  

as cheese/crackers, fruit, snack mixes and holiday cookies. We could also use  
volunteers to help serve and clean up. Contact the office or sign up on the  

clipboard in the Parlor. 

mailto:Stephanie.wiltse@gmail.com
mailto:marykoenen4@gmail.com
mailto:kipsmalligan@gmail.com
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Thank you to the many people in our congregation who have faithfully  

supported the ministry of Trinity UMC in our community and in the world. 
You have shared your time and talent and treasure to enable the various 

acts of devotion, mercy and justice in the world as a faithful congregation. 
As we worship together in our building and as we support missions and 

community ministries, together, we truly make a positive change in the 
world. Our many volunteers and staff who give of their time and talents 

inspire and encourage all of us in this common endeavor in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ! 

 
The focus of our financial resources is to sustain and to grow our ministry. We ask for your prayer and continued support 

in this effort. As of the end of October, our General Fund received $370,494 and disbursed $407,342. The budgeted income 
for this year is $468,452, so we are expecting to receive or need to receive close to $100,000 by the end of this year. Please 

review your pledge giving report and keep up with your financial giving. And, if you are able, prayerfully consider giving more 
to compensate for those who are not able to do so at this time.   

 
You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in  
thanksgiving to God.  (2 Cor. 9:11) 

 
The Finance Committee - Pros Tumonong (Chair), Jim Henwood, Diane Joppie, Lynn Francis (ex-officio) 

 
 

Many thanks to  those of you who have already returned your       
commitment card. You have set the stage for a very successful pledge 

drive for our church, and we have made an excellent start toward our 
ministry goals for 2019. 

 
As of November 15, we have received 99 pledges back for a total of 

$331,000, 67% of our 2019 pledge target of $492,000. With 41 pledges 
still out, we are slightly behind the pace we need to reach Trinity's pledge 

goal for next year. 
 

So we still have a ways to go. If you plan to pledge, please do so soon. If you haven't yet decided to give, or have not given  
before, please prayerfully consider giving. We need your help to maintain and grow our church's ministry. 
   

When giving, we urge you to use electronic funds (EFT) as the vehicle for your giving. EFT is a win-win way to give. You win 
because your periodic gift is done automatically, and the church wins through a reliable and steady month to month income 

all year. Simply put, if you haven't given yet, we ask you to give now and give generously.  

 
Your Stewardship Committee - Rich Tillstrom (Chair), Linda Bond, Chuck Burpee, Randy Hamstra, Al Myers 

 Finance & Stewardship  

Join us at Trinity for Christmas Eve Celebrations!  
 
4:30pm - Children's Nativity . Geared toward families with young children, an  

interactive worship time of storytelling, play, and singing. 
 

7pm - Contemporary Christmas Celebration . An upbeat and intimate service  
featuring the Praise Team and the Children's Choir.  

 
8pm - Home For the Holidays . Gather for goodies in the church Parlor for this  

festive time of reconnecting with friends and family.  
 

9:30pm - Lessons and Carols . A traditional service which tells the story of Christmas through scripture readings  

interspersed with beautiful choral music. Featuring the Chancel Choir, Trinity Ringers, and special guest harpist.  



Christmas Special Offering  
 
"Love Came Down at Christmas" when God sent His Son, a  

baby, to grow to manhood, to teach us to love God and love our 
neighbors. Our Christmas offering will show our love by helping  

people in Grand Rapids, the United States, and out into the world. 
 

The UM Community House , fondly called The Methodist, has programs for babies, children, youth, adults, and seniors.  
A much needed new program is baby and early childhood day care. Increased senior programming is in the developing stage. 

The visions for UMCH are exciting for this area just south of central GR. 
 
"Circles" is a mentoring program helping Grand Rapids families who have made the commitment to end their cycle of  

living in poverty.   
 

The Solar Oven Project helps families in the US and internationally obtain the cooking equipment to use solar heat to 
prepare meals. This saves money and trees, and eliminates the health hazard of burning wood.  

 
For 74 years, Heifer International has been alleviating hunger and poverty by providing livestock (even bees), farm and 

business training, helping communities live sustainably. It's cool when livestock offspring are given to new recipients to start 
their farm projects. Is Grandma's home full, and she doesn't need another thing? Would she be happy for her gift to be a 

goat for a family to have milk to drink and sell? Would you want to use that coffee latte money to give a family a flock of 
chickens for eggs to eat and sell?   

 
There are so many ways we can share as Jesus taught and let our light shine out in the world this Christmas season. Blessings and 

shalom! Your Missions Committee 

Christmas Musings - Policy Governance Board  

 
As we approach another season of Advent, Iõm reminded of the many things I love about 
this special time of the year. The snow, the lights, the joy in peopleõs hearts and faces as 

we all anticipate the approaching birth of Jesus. 
 

For me, my favorite part of the Christmas holiday is the music. Not the òMuzakó you hear in the shopping malls, but rather 
the melodic tunes of songs that have been around since I was a little girl. One of my favorite Christmas carols is òThe Little 

Drummer Boy.ó What Iõve always liked about this song is the image of a small child asking what he can give to his king. He 
has nothing and admits to all, òI am a poor boy, too. I have no gift to bring thatõs fit to give our king. Shall I play for you? So 

to honor him. Me and my drum.ó The action words in those lyrics are òto honoró and the message is that it doesnõt matter 
what we give, so long as we give. The little boy knew how to play the drum, so thatõs the gift he gave. He honored Him with 

his playing.   
 
I have heard hundreds of versions of this Christmas carol, but in 2011, a version came out from a new music group named 

Pentatonix. My daughters told me about this group, comprised of five young singers who sing all of their songs a cappella.  
My daughtersõ generation just loves this group and I can hear in their songs that they have taken their gift from God (the 

ability to sing well) and made Christmas CDõs for all of us to enjoy. This is their gift to honor Jesus. I invite you to go on 
google.com and type in òThe Little Drummer Boyó by Pentatonix to listen to their performance. You will be reminded of 

the beauty of music and amazed at how lovely and calming their voices blend in this song. The lyrics get me thinking about 
the work I do to honor Jesus on a daily basis. What gifts do I possess? What can I offer today that honors my God? I love to 

read, so I read the Bible each morning. I love to be outside, so I work in the garden at Trinity. I love children, so I work with 
the Community Ministries program. Easy, simple giftsé 

 
Pentatonix has inspired a whole new generation of people to listen to their music. And if theyõre listening to the music, 

theyõre listening to the message. And the message remains the same: what gift do you have to offer to others in the name  
of Jesus Christ? As òThe Little Drummer Boyó reminds us, big or small, the size of the gift doesnõt matter. Itõs the offering 

that counts. Merry Christmas to all... 
 

Blessings- Suzy Gill, PGB Member 
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I received word that a neighbor reached out to the church office and thanked 

us for doing the Trunk or Treat event in the neighborhood and how grateful 
they are we host it every Halloween. This year we saw many smiling faces 

and met many neighbors enjoying this fun event. I saw church members and 
community members come together to offer a servant hospitality to beaming 

childrenõs faces and appreciative parents. We gave of time and artistic talents 
to make the day of someone else. That is an example of being in ministry 

WITH  our community. 
 

 
Soon after Trunk or Treat we held the mid-term elections here at the church and 

many Trinity members helped provide wonderful hospitality. We served coffee and 
hot cocoa, baked goods and warm conversation. Those representatives were thanked 

for the hospitality and that extends to the members of the church community as well. 
Many people on social media and in person have made the comment that we are the 

best polling place in the city. This is an example of being in ministry WITH our  
community.  
 

 
We host the Justice Choir at Trinity with members from the church participating in this 

group singing for social change. They recently had a concert here entitled òSing Out for 
Mental Healthó and many people from the church and community came to hear inspiring 

messages and music. The Justice Choir has also been invited to sing with Trinity  
members at the upcoming Shop Hop Event on Dec. 6. This is an example of being in 

ministry WITH  our neighbors. 
 

 
Engaging WITH  our community is the only way to truly be a part OF this community.  

 
So find a way to get involved this holiday season to get to know the OTHERS around us every day, in our neighborhoods,  

in our church building, on the streets and in the hearts of every stranger we meet. So letõs do it! Letõs ENGAGE! 
 

Here are few ways this season to get engaged in community...  
 
Join a study or start your own this advent season and get to know someone new in our faith community. Bring the joy of 

Christmas to a struggling family at Congress Elementary School. Contact Matt at m.witkowski@grtumc for more info. 
 

Help collect returnable bottles and cans to help surprise a community nonprofit organization with a Random Act of 
Kindness. Collection at Trinity will continue through Dec. 2. Drop off at the Community Ministries office. 

 
Invite a friend to Christmas by Candlelight in Fellowship Hall on Dec. 3 (minimal cost). Invite others to celebrate the  

holiday season with our faith community 
 

Come to the Arts in Motion Christmas Play at Trinity on Dec. 5, a community partner in East Hills serving our special 
needs community (minimal cost). 

 
Come and sing a joyful noise at Shop Hop with new friends and connect with our 

community. Shop local while youõre at it. Shop Hop takes place Dec. 6. 
 

There is no more important work we can do to our fellow community members than 
SEE them, and be in community WITH  them. Will you join us this holiday season? 
Are you ready?  

 

Matthew Witkowski, 

Community Ministries Director 

Community Ministries  

mailto:m.witkowski@grtumc
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj7ltmfpuPeAhWB7oMKHYPDChUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.shutterstock.com/search/election%2B2018&psig=AOvVaw1h_y-6tBtuuV_QIH4mxjAy&ust=1542814558187040
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiuzJbZquPeAhUMq4MKHa5IAZEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://24ways.org/2010/go-forth-and-make-awesomeness/&psig=AOvVaw23VslRAtEVkL9f4OC41XtL&ust=1542815746346405
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The Legacy Group of Trinity shared a wonderful meal at the BK Room on Sunday, November 18. Reports were given and 
we were glad to hear that our fund has grown to over $600,000. If you are not a part of this group and would like to know 

more about it, please contact Lynn Francis, Memorial and Endowment Chair, at 450-9951; Lynn@primegr.com. 

 

 
Troop 215 is in need of some gently used backpacks,  

especially youth backpacks. The kind we are looking for 
are for backpacking trips, not simple school backpacks. 

They can have an internal or external frame but need to 
have a hip belt and be about 40-55 liters. We could also 

use a couple 55-70 liter adult packs. If you know of anyone 
with a pack they would like to donate or sell, contact  

Bonnie Czuhajewski at 466.6816; bonie.czu@gmail.com. 

Legacy Lunch  

Scout Backpacks  


