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Mission Statement  

Our Mission is  

to make disciples  

of Jesus Christ for the  

transformation of the world. 

 

Vision Statement  

Seeking to be an inclusive faith 

community that compels us  

to extend Godõs love in our 

neighborhood and world. 

 

Core Values  

Diversity & Inclusiveness:   

Seeking to affirm every person  

as a child of God. 

Scripture, Tradition,  

Experience and Reason:   

Searching for truth  

in our faith community. 

Peace & Justice:  

Striving for positive social 

change in our  

neighborhood and world. 

 

 

 

Trinity United Methodist 

Church 

1100 Lake Drive SE 

Grand Rapids, MI   49506  

616.456.7168  

office@grtumc.org 

  www.grtumc.org 

 

Office Hours  

Monday- Thursday 

8:30am-4:30pm 

Community Ministries  

616.456.7260 
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Greetings from Pastor Steve  
 
I am no longer my own, but yours. 

Put me to what you will,  
 rank me with whom you will. 

Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
Let me be employed by you or laid aside for you, 

 exalted for you or brought low for you. 
Let me be full, let me be empty. 

Let me have all things,  
 let me have nothing. 
I freely and heartily yield all things 

 to your pleasure and disposal. 
And now, O glorious and blessed God, 

 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
  you are mine, and I am yours.  

 So be it. 
And the covenant which I have made on earth, 

 let it be ratified in heaven. Amen. 
 

January is when congregations of the Wesleyan/Methodist family reaffirm their covenant with 
God. An important part of our tradition is the Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition 

(above).  
 

John Wesley adapted this prayer from the Puritan tradition that was so important to his  
parents, Samuel and Susanna, and life in the Epworth rectory. It informed his theology  

and preaching. He expected the people called "Methodists" to pray this prayer at the  
beginning of each new year as a way of remembering and renewing their baptismal covenant. 
 

The prayer describes the cost of living as a participant with Christ on his mission. Baptism 
marks the beginning of life in Christ and his church, a people who "profess to pursue holiness 

of heart and life; universal love filling the heart and governing the life." The Covenant prayer 
helps us remember what this Jesus-way of life looks like. 

 
The Covenant Prayer gives us a picture of missional life devoted to following Jesus and  

serving as Christ's representative in the world. It reminds us being a Christian is a way of life. 
What we say we believe is expressed in the way we live. 

 
The Christian life is possible only in a community centered in the life and mission of the  

crucified and risen Jesus Christ. Wesley and the early Methodists annually prayed the  
Covenant Prayer presuming everyone was part of a class meeting that met weekly for  

accountability and support for the life described by the prayer. Everyone had a discipleship 
coach in their class leader, who served as a role model, encouraged and prayed for them.  

 
Congregational reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant and the Covenant Prayer are  
important and powerful Wesleyan/Methodist traditions. They remind us who and whose we 

are. This makes them a great way to begin each new year as Christõs representatives in the 
world that needs to know and see his love and justice. 

 
Members of Trinity United Methodist Church are invited to reaffirm our covenant with God 

and with one another in worship on Sunday, January 13. 
 

Grace and Peace- Pastor Steve 

http://www.grtumc.org


Congratulations 

 
~ to Trinity member Ron 

Orent Jr., who graduated 
Magna Cum Laude on 

Dec. 8 from Grand Valley 
State University with a 

Bachelor of Business 
Administration in 

Accounting. Ronõs proud 
family members are wife 

Marylou, children Sam 
and Stephenie, and 

parents Ron Sr. and 
Katie. 

Condolences 
 

~ to Shirley Campbell 

and family in the death of 
her brother, Kenneth 

Swanson, Nov. 30. 
 
~ to Jane Vanderleest, 

Bill DeBruyn and Gayle 
DeBruyn in the death of 

Pauline Vanderleest  
Dec. 8. 

 
~ to the Myers and 

Gifford families in the 
Dec. 15 death of Herman 

Scholten, father-in-law to 
Allen & Jann Myers; 

grandfather to Kristen & 
Jeremy Gifford, Michael & 

Stephanie Myers, Becca 
Myers & Christopher 

Mortensen;  
great-grandfather to 
Damien, Marcus, Patrick, 

Connor, and Brendan.  
 

 
Thrive, Januaryõs Caring 

Coins recipient, is a 
refugee support program 

that connects Grand 
Rapids refugees to 

services they may have 
difficulty accessing and 

fills some of the gaps in 
services to refugees.  
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Hospitality Statement  

 
Trinity UMC celebrates the diversity of the human  

community and affirms the sacred worth of each person  
as a recipient of Godõs love and grace. As disciples of Jesus 

Christ, we declare ourselves to be an open and inclusive 
congregation and welcome into full participation all persons 

regardless of gender, race, national origin, physical or  
mental abilities, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, 

marital status or economic condition. 

How We Move Forward  
Sunday- Jan. 13, 20, 27-10am, Parlor  
 

Join us as we present information on  
the upcoming General Conference being 

held this coming February. This special 
session will be looking at the work of  

the Commission on the Way Forward 
and the three proposals for the United 

Methodist Church to live into ministry 
with LGBTQIA persons. We will look at 
the presentation done by Bishop Bard 

and look at the three plans that will come 
before the delegates in St. Louis. 

 
You will want to be a part of this discussion that will impact the future of the United  

Methodist Church as we know it. Rev. Steven Manskar and Lay Delegate to the General 
Conference, Nichea VerVeer Guy, will present and lead the discussion. 

Thank You!  
 
The Winter Solstice musicians want to sincerely 

thank Trinity for generously allowing us to share 
our Solstice concert in the beautiful sanctuary again 

this December. Special thanks to Betsy, Randy, Jane, 
Steve, and Latoya for helping us with a variety of 

details. Trinity has been our home for all but one of the past 21 years of Solstice concerts, 
and we are grateful.   Stephanie Wiltse and Nancy Summers 

Events, Opportunities & Updates 
To have news listed in the February Trinity in Touch, submit your content to the church 

office at office@grtumc.org on or before Monday, January 21. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJ_1sMCBm8kCFYFCPgodGOsNMw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.viterbo.edu%2Fhumanities-symposium%2F2014-radical-hospitality&bvm=bv.107763241,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNHYZmJ
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Ping Pong Fun!  
Wednesdays from 7 -10pm  
 

Who hasnõt played ping-pong at some time in their life? It is the perfect 
sport- great exercise, easy on the body, can be played for fun or seriously, 

can be played by everyone, keeps you mentally sharp, little equipment 
needed, a sport for life, and it is fun! Besides, it is the second most popular 

sport in the world behind soccer! You can play it right here at Trinity in 
the gym every Wednesday night from 7-10pm. All skill levels welcome. We have two separate tables/areas available for  

people wishing to just have fun and six tables in the gym for the more serious players. Or you may just want to come and 
watch the play, which can be very entertaining. Come and join us! Enter at the Lake Dr. entrance and use the doorbell if 
needed. Loaner paddles and balls can be provided. Questions? Contact Chase Klinesteker at ckspoonpl1@aol.com. 

 

Sunday Morning Hospitality  
 
The Hospitality Committee wants to remind everyone of the on-going needs we have for coffee makers, greeters, and  

ushers for both Sunday services. We would love to see our youth participate! Consider greeting, ushering, or serving  
communion as a family. Itõs a special experience. Here are the coordinators for each of these positions. 

 
9:00 Service 

Coffee- Suzy Gill: lsogill@comcast.net. *There is also a sign-up sheet in the kitchen by the coffee maker. 
Greeters/Ushers/Parking Lot Attendants- Sara Lowe: slowe@emmanuelhospice.org  

 
10:00 Coffee Hour (Cafe)  
Jann Myers: jmyers4779@gmail.com. Looking for folks to donate treats and/or serve and clean up. 

 
11:00 Service 

Greeters/Parking Lot Attendants- Sarah Goldner: schowning@hotmail.com 
Ushers- Pat French: pfren32@comcast.net 

Communion Servers (1st Sunday of the month)- Pat French: pfren32@comcast.net 

Scout Sunday  

Sunday, February 10  
 

Please mark your calendars 
for Scout Sunday, taking place 

February 10. All Scouts are 
welcome to participate in the 

11:15am service to celebrate 
Scouting Ministries. Troop 

215 and Pack 15 will also host a pancake breakfast  
during fellowship time between our two services.  
Stay tuned for more details to come! 

Soup Cook -Off  
Sunday, Jan. 6- 12:15pm, Fellowship Hall  

 
Join the United Methodist Women for their annual Soup Cook-Off! 
This is a delicious way to spend a cold, winter afternoon and support the 

mission and social justice work of United Methodist Women. Your  
favorite soup  recipe can be a donation that may even win you  

first place! Also provided will be a salad bar, artisan breads and dessert.  
Sign up on the clipboard in the Parlor, Sundayõs connection card, or  

contact the office at 456.7168; office@grtumc.org. Helpers appreciated! 

Save The Date!  

Womenõs Spiritual Retreat   
April 26 -28 

 
Registration and further info in March and April Newsletters. 

mailto:lsogill@comcast.net
mailto:slowe@emmanuelhospice.org
mailto:jmyers4779@gmail.com
mailto:schowning@hotmail.com
mailto:pfren32@comcast.net
mailto:pfren32@comcast.net
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Endowment News  
 

It is gratifying to note the slow but steady growth of our Trinity Endowment Fund. 
Now standing at $600,000, we are closer to our goal of one million. The dream  

has been to raise funds for a permanent endowment to pay for capital expenses of 
our beautiful building. These funds are held and invested by the United Methodist 

Foundation of Michigan. The principle is never spent, only 5% is returned each year. 
With this dream accomplished, we will no longer have to have capital fund drives  

for this purpose.  
 

The gifts to the fund come primarily from Wills, Trusts, Bequests and Charitable Gift Annuities. It is not part of the annual 
church budget, nor does it directly support it. The 5% return each year go for capital expenses of the building. Over the 

past 25 years, thousands of dollars have been approved for projects. At the same time our invested principle has been  
growing.  
 

Trinity has recently received a contribution to our Endowment Fund. Barbara Friend has left a generous endowment in her 
will for which we are most grateful. Barbara was a retired school teacher and an active member all her life. Her father and 

mother, Keith and Ernestine Friend, were active members before her.    Lynn Francis, Endowment Chair 
 

Finance News  
 

A big thank you for all your gifts and prayers for the ministry of Trinity. The November 
giving report has been sent to the respective givers and this is a gentle reminder to take  

a closer look where you're at with your financial giving. Your additional gift could be the 
one that will fill the gap that will grow and empower our ministry. We invite you to make 

a special gift to the general fund so that we can end this year in a strong position. We are 
blessed to be a blessing in our community and in the world!  "Store up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven... For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."  
(Matt 6:20, 21)     Pros Tumonong, Finance Chair 

 
 
Stewardship News  

 
Many thanks to all of you who have returned your commitment cards. A special 

thanks to new pledgers. As of December 17, we have received 124 pledges with a 
current total of $386,802. The bottom line is we have a ways to go and Trinity 

needs your help. If you plan to pledge, please do so soon. If you have not pledged 
before, prayerfully consider what Trinity means to you, your family, and to our 

community, and give. Thank you!    Rich Tillstrom, Stewardship Chair 

Open House  
Saturday, Dec. 29, 1 -3pm  

Clark Retirement Community  

 
Harry and Betty Booth celebrated their 75th Wedding 

Anniversary on Monday, Dec. 24. They were married 
December 24, 1943, in Jonesboro, Arkansas during 

WWII where Harry was stationed in the Air Force.  
 

Blessed with 3 daughters, 4 grandchildren and  
7 great-grandchildren, an open house will be held in 
their honor Saturday, December 29, 1-3pm, at  

Clark Retirement Community. Congratulations! 

 Trinity & Stewardship  
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9a-Contem Worship 

9:30a- Chil. Choirs 

10a- Grief Class, FS 

11:15a-Tradi. Wor. 

12:15p- Soup Lunch 

1p- Floorball, G 
 

7 

Staff Retreat- Hillman 
Cottage 

 

4p- Circles 

7p- Scouts 

 

 

 

 

8 Staff Retreat 

 
7a- PT7 

9a- Cookies, FK 

9:15a- Go4Life, D 

10a- La Leche, A 

6:30p- Menõs B-Ball, G 
6:30p- Resolve, FS 

6:30p- Spiritalk, L 

9        Staff Retreat 

 

9a- Stir it Up, FK 

12p- NA, L 

12p- Bible Study, FS 

3:45-7p- Stage GR, F.Hall 

4p- CM Transitions, LL 

5p- CM Program, P & D 

7p- Ping Pong, G 

13 

 

9a-Contem Worship 

9:30a- Chil. Choirs 

10a- Faith Formation 

10a- Musikgarten, D 

11:15a- Tradi. Wor. 

1p- Floorball, G 

 

 

14 

 

9:15a- Staff Mt, C 

4p- Circles 

5p- SM Leaders, FS 

6:30p- SM Peer  

Supervision, FS 

6:30p- Justice Choir 

7p- Scouts 

 
 

 

15 

 

7a- PT7 

9a- Cookies, FK 

9:15a- Go4Life, D 

10a- LaLeche, A 

5:30p- Monthly  
Meeting Night 

(Membership &  
Hospitality) 

6:30p-Menõs B-Ball, G 

7p- Autism Support, 
L 

16 

 

9a- Stir it Up, FK 

12p- NA, L 

12p- Bible Study, FS 

4pm- CM Transitions, LL 

5pm- CM Dinner, P & D 

7p- Ping Pong, G 

 

 

17 

Thankful Thursdays 

 

6p- Handbells, S 

6:15p- Cub Scouts, F. 
Hall 

7:15p- Chancel Choir 

 

 

18 

Office Closed 

 

19 

 

 

20 

 

9a- Contem Worship 

9:30a- Chil. Choirs 

10a- Faith Formation 

10a- Musikgarten, D 

11:15a- Tradi. Wor. 

1p- Floorball, G 

 

 

 

5 

9a- Policy  
Governance 

Board, D 

 

21 

 

Office Closed- 

Martin Luther King Jr.õs 
Birthday Observance 

 

February Newsletter 
Content Due 

22 

 

7a- PT7 

9a- Cookies, FK 

9:15a- Go4Life, D 

10a- LaLeche, A 

6:30p- Menõs B-Ball, G 
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Thankful Thursdays 

 

5p- Stir it Up, FK 

6p- Handbells, S 

6:15p- Girl Scouts 

6:30p- Yoga, D 

7p- Grief Class, FS 

7:15p- Chancel Choir 

11 

Office Closed 

 

12 

 

23 

 

9a- Stir it Up, FK 

12p- NA, L 

12p- Bible Study, FS 

4pm- CM Transitions, LL 

5pm- CM Dinner, P & D 

7p- Ping Pong, G 

7p- Pride Center, L 

 

24 

Thankful Thursdays 

 

5p- Stir it Up, FK 

6p- Handbells, S 

6:15p- Girl Scouts, F. 
Hall 

7:15p- Chancel Choir 

 

 

25 

 

Office Closed 

8:30a- 5pMental 

Health Training, D 

26 

 

 

4 

Office Closed 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Room Codes:  

A- Awakenings 
C- Centre (Main Office) 
CM- Community Ministries Office 

CR- Choir Room 
D- Discovery 
F- Fellowship Hall 
FK- Fellowship Hall Kitchen 

FS- Fireside 
G- Gym 

L- Library 

LL- Lower Level Youth Room 
N- Nursery 
P- Parlor 

PK- Parlor Kitchen 
PE- Pellowe 
P & A- Pit & Alley 
PL- Parking Lot 

S- Sanctuary 
SB- Soundbeat 
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Thankful Thursdays 

 

1p- Stage GR, F. Hall 

6p- Handbells, S 

6p- Finance, L 

7p- Fishing Club, D 

7p- Grief Class, FS 

7:15p- Chancel Choir 

27 

 

9a- Contem Wor. 

9:30a- Chil. Choirs 

10a- Faith Formation 

10a- Musikgarten, D 

11:15a- Tradi. Wor. 

1p- Floorball, G 

28 

 

4p- Circles 

4:30p- Staff Mt, C 

6:30p- Justice Choir 

7p- Scouts 

2 

 

9a- Stir it Up, FK 

12p- NA, L 

7p- Ping Pong, G 

 

1 

Happy 2019! 

 

7a- PT7 

 

  

 

 

29 

 

7a- PT7 

9a- Cookies, FK 

9:15a- Go4Life, D 

10a- LaLeche, A 

6:30p- Menõs B-Ball, G 

30 

 
 

9a- Stir it Up, FK 

12p- NA, L 

12p- Bible Study, FS 

4pm- CM Transitions, LL 

5pm- CM Dinner, P & D 

7p- Ping Pong, G 

 

31 

 
Thankful Thursdays 

 

6p- Handbells, S 

7:15p- Chancel Choir 


